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that in the two terms that I have
served.

Mr. OBEY. Madam Speaker, will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. GINGREY. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin.

Mr. OBEY. Madam Speaker, I wish
more Members would join him and me.

Mr. GINGREY. I thank the gen-
tleman.

Madam Speaker, I continue to re-
serve the balance of my time.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

I have no further requests for time,
and I will close with an urge to my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘no” on this rule as a
protest against not being able to raise
the minimum wage. The idea that if we
were to raise that 50 cents would cause
such inflationary spirals in this coun-
try is so laughable that I am surprised
anybody would even try to con-
template such a thing, or that in order
to have to pay somebody an extra dol-
lar an hour you would go out and buy
a many thousand dollar machine. I
cannot imagine any businessperson in
the country to be that incredibly
dumb.

The fact of the matter is that we
simply have got our foot on the necks
of those people, and we cannot worry
about them because the concerns of
this Congress are for the rich and not
for those who are struggling to make
it.

Even if there are young people trying
to pay their way through college, for
heaven’s sake, give them a better
break. The college tuition costs have
gone up higher than almost any other
thing in the country. That is one of the
reasons it always breaks my heart on
the death rate and wounding rate in
Iraq, because so many of the young and
men and women who went into the
Guard and Reserve did so in order to be
able to get an education.

I think it is deplorable that this
country cannot provide better edu-
cation opportunities for its students
without having them to put their lives
on the line, but that is the cir-
cumstances we find ourselves in.

Mr. OBEY. Madam Speaker, will the
gentlewoman yield?

Ms. SLAUGHTER. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin.

Mr. OBEY. Madam Speaker, I would
simply like to point out small business
employment between 1997 and 2003 grew
at a faster rate in States with a higher
minimum wage than it did in Federal
minimum wage States, 9.4 percent
versus 6.6 percent.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. The gentleman is
correct, and I believe 43 States have
had the wisdom to try to raise the min-
imum wage because we simply cannot
get it done here.

It should not be the luck of the draw
where you are living whether the min-
imum wage is going to be raised or not.
It is a responsibility we have and a re-
sponsibility, frankly, most people are
tired of watching us shirk.
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With that, I urge a ‘“‘no’ vote on this
rule because of the minimum wage.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. GINGREY. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, in regard to min-
imum wage increases and the hope, the
fact is that as minimum wage in-
creases, hope for job seekers decrease.
A Duke University economist found re-
cently that for every 10 percent in-
crease in mandated wages, the prob-
ability of job seekers finding a job de-
creased by nearly 3 percent, according
to the Employment Policies Institute.

Other top researchers found similar
results. This one, a Boston University
study, noted that low-skilled adults in
States that raise their minimum wage
are often crowded out of the job mar-
ket by teens and students.

Research from Michigan State Uni-
versity echoed this conclusion, finding
that high-skilled teens are those who
are perceived as desirable employees
often displace low-skilled employees in
a minimum wage job after a mandated
wage hike.

Madam Speaker, I rise again in sup-
port of this rule and in recognition of
the importance of this underlying bill.

H.R. 5672 funds the critical oper-
ations of our government from the dip-
lomatic affairs of the State Depart-
ment to the law enforcement activities
of the Justice Department.

Additionally, it provides funds for
the various watchdog agencies that en-
sure a free and fair economic playing
field for businesses and consumers
alike.

This bill has substantial funding for
sciences, to make sure that America
stays on the forefront of medical and
technological innovation as we con-
tinue to reach for the stars, both lit-
erally and figuratively.

While some critics may call for more
funding of this program or that pro-
gram, they not only fail to realize the
limited funds available in this Federal
budget but also fail to fully appreciate
the hard work of the subcommittee in
balancing our funding needs with the
need to respect the taxpayer dollar.

Madam Speaker, while this bill may
not be perfect, no bill is, it is a good
bill that sets priorities and it sets a
solid vision for the future on multiple
fronts.

So, in conclusion, I again want to
thank subcommittee Chairman WOLF,
Ranking Member MOLLOHAN, full com-
mittee Chairman LEWIS and for all of
the hard work and the time that went
into this bill before us today.

I want to encourage my colleagues on
both sides of the aisle to support this
rule and the underlying bill.

Mrs. MCCARTHY. Madam Speaker, | op-
pose the Rule, because it prevents an amend-
ment offered by Representatives OBEY, HOYER
and MOLLOHAN to phase in over two years an
increase in the minimum wage from $5.15 to
$7.25 an hour.

Madam Speaker, millions of hard working
Americans are barely earning enough to sup-
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port their families on the wages they are being
paid. Some of these people are single moth-
ers, and some are working several jobs just to
make ends meet.

Madam Speaker, the proposal to raise the
minimum wage is a modest one and it is
phased in over time.

Department of Labor figures show that the
minimum wage was at its most valuable in
1968, and since then its value has fluctuated,
but it has never been lower than it is now.

In January 2006, it would have needed to
be increased to $9.05 to equal the purchasing
power of the statutory minimum wage in 1968.

There has been no raise in the minimum
wage in almost ten years, and minimum wage
increases over the years have not kept up
with increased prices.

| have always, and will continue always to
support a reasonable increase in the minimum
wage, and since the Rule sought to prohibit an
amendment to do this, | oppose this Rule.

Mr. GINGREY. Madam Speaker, 1
yield back the balance of my time, and
I move the previous question on the
resolution.

The previous question was ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the resolution.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Madam Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

——

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later today.

——————

FREEDOM TO DISPLAY THE
AMERICAN FLAG ACT OF 2005

Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland. Madam
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (H.R. 42) to ensure
that the right of an individual to dis-
play the flag of the United States on
residential property not be abridged.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 42

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Freedom to
Display the American Flag Act of 2005.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

For purposes of this Act—

(1) the term ‘‘flag of the United States”
has the meaning given the term ‘‘flag, stand-
ard, colors, or ensign’” under section 3 of
title 4, United States Code;

(2) the terms ‘‘condominium association’
and ‘‘cooperative association’ have the
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